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Introduction
A "tel" is a mound or hill formed by layers of debris left by suc
cessive civilizations that either have abandoned their cities by
choice or have been destroyed by catastrophes such as disease,
fire, or war. The word "tel" is an Arabic word meaning "mound" or
"hill."
Many of the towns in the biblical world have been built and
rebuilt on the same locations over the centuries and thus have
formed the tels, or mounds. Civilizations have come and gone.
The people have died and their cities have been covered with
debris. The archaeologist, excavating one layer at a time, has been
able to date and, to a great extent, rewrite the history of the people
who through the centuries have lived there. In this way the tels
have brought to light many interesting things about the people of
Nineveh, Ur, Jerusalem, Megiddo, Jericho, and many other ancient
sites.
As the archaeologist has examined the finds in the tels he has
often expressed the opinion that "Dead Men Tell the Truth" about
the Bible. William F. Albright writes, "Discovery after discovery
has established the accuracy of innumerable details, and has
brought increased recognition of the value of the Bible as a
sourcebook of history."1 In another volume Albright says, "There
can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial
historicity of Old Testament traditions."2ln his book, What Mean
These Stones, Millar Burrows states, "Archaeological work has
unquestionably strengthened confidence in the reliability of the
scriptural record. More than one archaeologist has found his
respect for the Bible increased by the experience of excavation in
Palestine...we shall see that at many points what is told by the
biblical writers has been signally confirmed by archaeological
discoveries."3
It should be observed, however, that the study of biblical
archaeology may bring a technological liberal to acknowledge
certain historical facts accepted by Bible-believing Christians long
before the spade made it obvious to the archaeologist. The
unbeliever will not accept the supernatural element in the
Scriptures unless and until the Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to
persuade him that the Bible is the Word of Truth (I Cor. 2:9-16);
John 14:26; 2 Pet. 1:4). This the Christian accepts by faith and does
n

not need archaeology to "prove" it to -be true. A study of
archaeology will aid the Bible-believing Christian to better
understand the customs, geography, and history of the Bible and
for this purpose these few pages are set forth with the prayer that
they shall be helpful.1

1 William F. Albright, The Archaeology of Palestine and the Bible (New York: Fleming H. Revell,
3rd ed , 1933), pp. 127-28.
^ Ibid., Archaeology and the Religion of Israel (Baltimore: The John Hopkins Press, 1942), p. 176.
3 Millar Burrows, What Mean These Stones (New Haven: American Schools of Oriental Research,
1941), pp. 1, 5.
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Chapter 1

A LOST CITY FOUND
Entire nations, along with their languages, have ceased to exist.
The cities have been covered with the dust of the centuries. The
civilizations of ancient Egypt and Assyria are notable examples. In
these countries the archaeologists have uncovered some of the
cities and have unlocked the door to the understanding of many of
the languages.
Ancient Nineveh is a good illustration of how some of the great
nations have fallen and have been discovered in recent years. The
books of Jonah and Nahum deal with it either directly or indirectly.
By the ninth century B.C., Nineveh had grown to be a great power
but a very wicked city. In 612 B.C. it was completely obliterated by
a coalition of forces of the Medes and the Babylonians exactly as
predicted by the prophets (Nahum 2:8-10; 3:7) who wrote,
"Nineveh is laid waste: who shall bemoan her?"
About two hundred years after its fall, Xenophan and 10,000 of
his Greek soldiers passed the ruins of Nineveh without mentioning
her name. Alexander the Great fought a battle near the ruins about
one hundred years later and did not realize where the city once
lived in its glory. Zephaniah predicted that Nineveh vyould be
made a desolation "and dry like a wilderness...this is the rejoicing
city that dwelt carelessly...how is she become a desolatiob...every
one that passeth by her shall hiss and wag his hand" (Zeph.
2:13-15). When the conquerors of a later period passed by,
Nineveh was in ruins and no one could find the city.
Prior to 1800 scholars could only guess at the location of
Nineveh and other Assyrian cities of the ancient past. In 1845 a
young Englishman, Austin H. Layard, became interested in the
archaeology of Assyria. In 1847 he secured the right to dig at a
mound (Kuyunjik) and discovered the ruins of the palace of
Sennacherib and identified this location as the site of ancient
Nineveh. After a two years' leave, Layard came back to the work of
excavating the palace of Sennacherib. Of these ruins Fred W.
Wight quotes Layard: "In this magnificent edifice I had opened no
less than 71 halls, chambers, and passages, whose walls without
exception had been paneled with slabs of sculptured alabaster,
recording the wars, the triumphs, and the great deeds of the
Assyrian king."1
7

The walls around the ancient city, seemingly impregnable, had
fifteen gates into the city connecting its main part with a large
metropolitan area. An aqueduct brought fresh water into the city
from a distance of thirty miles. Sennacherib ruled Assyria from 705
B.C. to 691 B.C. and was not only an architectural genius but also a
powerful ruler. The Bible records Sennacherib's attack against
Hezekiah of Judah: "Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah
did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the fenced
cities of Judah, and took them...At that time did Hezekiah cut off
the gold from the doors of the temple of the Lord, and from the
pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to
the king of Assyria" (2 Ki. 18:13-19, cf. Isa. 36).
The records left by Sennacherib indicate that he shut Hezekiah
in his city "like a caged bird, I shut up in Jerusalem, his royal
city."1
2 His account lists the tribute Hezekiah paid to him.
However, Sennacherib gives no reason for not capturing
Jerusalem, nor does he mention the disaster that caused his army
to be defeated. The Bible states: "And it came to pass that night,
that the angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the
Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they
arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses" (2
Ki. 19:35). The Word of God records what a proud king refused to
acknowledge. It also states the truth about sinners living today
who need to repent and turn to God.

1 Fred T. Wight, Highlights of Archaeology in Bible Lands (Chicago: Moody Press, 1955), p. 42.
2 Ceorge A. Barton, Archaeology and the Bible (Philadelphia: American Sunday-School Union,
1937), p. 472.
2

Chapter 2

A FACT OF HISTORY
Ashurbanipal, the last great Assyrian monarch (669-626 B.C.),
was a scholar and a protector of literature and art. He once
boasted, "I read the beautiful clay tablets from Sumer and the
obscure Akkadean writing which is hard to master. I had my joy in
the reading of inscriptions on stone from the time before the
flood." He created a large library by gathering texts from royal
archives and religious centers. In Ezra 4:10 he is called the "great
and noble Asnapper."
In 1852-53 Hormuzd Rassam discovered the remains of
Ashurbanipal's library in the ruins of ancient Nineveh. From 1853
to 1876 about 22,000 religious literary and scientific texts were
discovered. The tablets were taken to the British Museum where
they were studied and deciphered. Some of the fragments reported
an ancient Babylonian legend of creation with some similarities to
the creation record in the book of Genesis. The Babylonian
account is called the Enuma Elish because of the first two words in
the record. It consists of about 1,000 lines of text on seven clay
tablets. The biblical record and the Babylonian account have a
similar sequence in the creation story: primeval chaos, coming of
light, creation of the firmament, appearance of dry land, creation
of sun, moon, stars, creation of man, and Deity resting.1 Herein
the similarities end.
There are many differences in the two accounts. The biblical
record is monotheistic, recognizing one God, while the Babylonian
is polytheistic, with many gods involved in the creation. The
biblical record is lofty and sublime, but the Babylonian account
gives a sordid idea of deity. Genesis distinguishes between spirit
and matter; whereas the Babylonian myth confounds the two.
Most Bible scholars who believe in the verbal inspiration of the
Scriptures believe that these two accounts go back to a common
source. They both tell of a time as viewed when the human race
occupied a common home and faith. The record in the Babylonian
and other mythological accounts was changed as the oral tradition
was handed down and diffused among many peoples. From
generation to generation many unbiblical concepts were
introduced into the tradition. Unger states: "The Genesis account
is not only the purest, but everywhere bears the unmistakable
3

impress of divine inspiration when compared with the
extravagances and corruptions of other accounts. The biblical
narrative...represents the original form"2 of the creation record,
inspired and preserved by God Himself.
The doctrine of creation has been opposed by some of its critics
as being an invention of some religious leader or cult. It is
interesting to note that the biblical account and the Babylonian
epic, though miles apart in agreement, testify as independent
records that there was a day of creation. Things that are did not
just happen or come into being by a gradual process. Neither of
these two records supports the theory of evolution.
"By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the
host of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathereth the waters
of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in
storehouses. For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it
stood fast" (Psa. 33:6,7,9). "For by him were all things created...he
is before all things, and by him all things consist" (Col. 1:16, 17).
"Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are and were created" (Rev. 4:11).
Immediate creation by an omnipotent, all-wise God is a fact of
history. The Bible tells what God did and how He did it. Read the
Word of God and give Him an opportunity to impart to you the
truth about the origin of man and the world.

^ George F. Pfeiffer, ed., The Biblical World (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1966), p. 224.
^ Merrill T. Unger, Archaeology and the O ld Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1954), p. 37.
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Chapter 3

THE WORLD-WIDE FLOOD
At an early age George Smith spent much of his time studying in
the British Museum. One of the assistants in the Department of
Antiquities took a special interest in him. He soon learned to read
the cuneiform script and was advanced to the position of assistant
in the department. In 1866 Smith was assigned to sort, classify and
rejoin tablets found in Ashurbanipal's library. While engaged in
this task he used every spare moment to study anything in the text
that would throw light on any of the historical records of the Word
of God, particularly the campaigns of the Assyrian kings.
In 1872, while sorting some of these ancient tablets, he noticed
pieces that contained portions of mythological stories. One was a
story about a great flood. He reports: "On looking down the third
column, my eye caught the statement that the ship rested on the
mountains of Nizir, followed by the account of sending forth of
the dove, and its finding no resting place and returning. I saw at
once that I had here discovered a portion at least of the Chaldean
account of the deluge."1
He increased his research and produced a paper he read to the
Society of Biblical Archaeology on December 3, 1872. The
audience included Mr. Gladstone and the owner of the London
Daily Telegraph. So impressed was this audience that the
Telegraph offered a sum of $5,000 to equip an expedition to locate
the missing pieces of the story. Smith went to visit Nineveh and
began his search in Ashurbanipal's palace. On the fifth day of his
search he found the missing parts of the deluge tablets. The main
objective of his expedition was reached. He crated the tablets and
returned to London. On a second trip to Nineveh the next year he
found a few more tablets. The third trip in 1876 was a failure. He
began his journey back to London, was taken ill on the way, and
died in Aleppo. Before his death he completed translation of the
Babylonian creation and flood accounts.
The Babylonian flood story as found and translated by Smith
was written on the eleventh tablet of the famous Gilgamesh Epic.
In several ways this account is similar to the biblical record of the
flood. The importance of the discovery to Bible believers is that
both records point to a universal flood. Both inform us that the
5

impending destruction was revealed to the flood hero. There are
decided and important differences between the two accounts. The
mythological account is polytheistic; the Bible record is
monotheistic. The Babylonian record identifies the gods with
nature and is thus pantheistic; the Bible record teaches that Cod is
before, above, and the creator of all things. The Bible teaches that
God judged man because of sin, but the Gilgamesh Epic says the
"caprice of the gods" was the cause. A comparison will reveal
other differences.
The Bible record of the flood teaches us that it was supernatural,
a miracle, and brought about by God as a judgment for man's sin.
It repudiates the theory of modern, naturalistic uniformity—the
idea that all natural processes continue the same millenium after
millenium. This modern theory is repudiated by Peter in his
reference to the flood in 2 Peter 3:4-6: "And saying, Where is the
promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. For this
they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens
were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the
water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with
water, perished."
"And (God) did not spare the ancient world, but preserved
Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He
brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly" (2 Pet. 2:5 NASB).
The Bible does not record the only account of the universal
flood, but God so controlled the writer that He left us the only true
account. You can count on God to tell the truth.

1 C . Frederick Owen, Archaeology and the Bible (Westwood, N.J.. Fleming H. Revell Co., 1961),
p. 106.
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Chapter 4

MODERN ANTIQUITY
Abraham, the man of faith, came from "Ur of the Chaldees," a
city located in southern Mesopotamia. Ur, once an important city,
gradually disappeared from history sometime after the days of
Cyrus the Great in the sixth century B.C. The city's disappearance
was brought about by a change in the course of the Euphrates
River that left the city without a water supply.
J.E. Taylor discovered the ruins of the city in 1854. He did very
little excavation, though he did find clay cylinders of some
importance. The British Museum and the University of
Pennsylvania sent a joint expedition to Ur in 1922 under the
direction of Sir Leonard Woolley. He worked there from 1922 to
1934 ushering in a new epic in the archaeology of Mesopotamia.
He discovered that the ruins of the city covered 150+ acres.
Excavations have shown that long before the days of Abraham,
its material civilization was far advanced. Woolley's discoveries
revealed that there were well-defined streets that led from the
business quarters to the residential areas of the city. There were
fountains, fireplaces, and sewer systems in operation before and at
the time of Abraham. There were school buildings for young
children and facilities for advanced students. Students had reading
lessons, writing, spelling, multiplication tables and advanced
math.
Located outside the city walls were two cemeteries, one on top
of the other. The lower one had two sections, one for the common
people, and the other for kings and queens. These cemeteries were
in use before Abraham's day. In the tombs archaeologists found
hair ribbons, a golden mosaic harp, a helmet of beaten gold, an
inlaid gaming board, a set of gold chisels, a gold saw, gold
tweezers, a lancet and pencil. All these indicate that civilization
was highly advanced between 3500 and 3200 B.C., at least 1,000
years before Abraham's day.1
In reviewing Israel's history, Joshua said to the people of Israel:
"Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the river of old, even
Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they
served other gods" (Josh. 24:2). Though the people of Ur in
Abraham's day knew the meaning of a high type of civilization,
7

they were also idolators, and since idolatry in ancient times is
usually connected with licentiousness and moral corruption, it is
evident that Ur was a city filled with sin and great wickedness. In
Abraham's hometown man worshipped fire, the stars, the forces of
nature, sex, and wine. Religious prostitution, sodomy, and
licentious ceremonies were common in his day. We see the grace
of Cod in Abraham's being called out of that pagan society and
made the head of a new nation with a special promise that through
him the nations of the earth would be blessed. "And the scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith,
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all
nations be blessed" (Gal. 3:8). "The God of glory appeared unto
our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia before he
dwelled in Haran" (Acts 7:2). The God who called him enabled him
to leave the famous center of wealth and culture for a destination
unknown to him.
When God calls a man to serve Him, He always calls him to
leave his sin, including idolatrous and false religion. "For they
themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto
you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and
true God" (I Thess. 1:9). To idolatrous Israel God said,"...turn
yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your
abominations" (Ezek. 14:6).
The purpose of Paul's ministry was "to open their eyes, and to
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me" (Acts
26:18). Abraham had many things in common with modern-day
Americans. He lived in a society of wealth, culture, and idolatry.
Unlike many Americans, he turned to God and forsook his false
gods.

1 Fred T Wight, Highlights of Archaeology in Bible Lands (Chicago: Moody Press, 1955), pp.
54-58
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Chapter 5

FROM FAMINE TO FOLLY
Abraham came to the "land of promise" (Heb. 11:9) but soon
found a famine there. He then went down into Egypt. The account
of his sojourn in that land is briefly told in Cenesis 12:10-20. In this
record are several statements that have been challenged by the
critics but confirmed and illuminated by archaeological
discoveries in Egypt.
The Bible states that "Abraham went down into Egypt" (Gen.
12:10). Strabo, the Greek geographer, said that Egypt did not
welcome strangers until the 7th century B.C. (time of King
Psameteches). Since Abraham lived in about 2000 B.C. and,
according to Strabo, foreigners were not welcome in his time, then
the Bible is in error. Is it? Sir Flinders Petrie, the pioneer Egyptian
archaeologist, found evidence of a foreign group called Hyksos
who came into Egypt a little after 2000 B.C. Foreigners did come
into Egypt long before the 7th century B.C. The Bible is right and
Strabo's statement that contradicts the Bible is wrong. Further
evidence showing why Abraham came into Egypt with ease is
found in a series of tomb paintings at Beni Hassan, 170 miles south
of Cairo, showing Asiatic Semites coming into Egypt. These
paintings are dated about 2000 B.C., Abraham's time.
As Abraham came near to Egypt, he told his wife, "Say, I pray
thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me..." (Gen.
12:13). Did Abraham have reason to fear for his life if he told the
truth about Sarah? A papyrus, now in the British Museum, was
discovered in Egypt and tells the story called "The Tale of Two
Brothers." The Pharaoh of Egypt, according to this story, by
military force brought a beautiful woman to his court and
murdered her husband. The Bible does not countenance
Abraham's lie; it merely states the fact that he did, and
archaeology gives the reason why he did it.
The Egyptians looked on Sarah and said, "The woman...was very
fair" (Gen. 12:14). This implies that Sarah was unveiled". Today,
however, women of the Near East generally veil the face. How was
it possible for the Egyptians to know that Sarah was an attractive
woman? The archaeological discoveries show that women of that
9
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1 Fred T Wight, Highlights of Archaeology in Bible Lands (Chicago: Moody Press, 1955), pp.
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Chapter 6

A WELL WATERED DESERT
Abraham's cattlemen and those of his nephew Lot were carrying
on a feud among themselves. Abraham, the man of faith, said to
Lot, the man who lived by sight, "The whole land is before you.
Take what you want and I will occupy what you do not want." The
Bible states: "Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of
Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere, before the Lord
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah" (Gen. 13:9, 10).
"Now," says the unbelieving critic, "how can that be? Today that
area is a desert wilderness where nothing can grow." This is true.
The Jordan Valley at this point is 1291 .feet below sea level, the
lowest place on earth. The temperature sometimes reaches 130
degrees in the middle of the day. Since this is an extremely hot, dry
wilderness, why did Lot choose it? Is the Bible mistaken when it
says "it was well watered everywhere"? Lot actually chose this by
sight, not faith, because it was exactly as the Bible describes
it—"well watered." Why, then, is it so different today?
The discoveries of the archaeologists show that the Jordan
Valley was well populated in the time of Abraham and Lot. A
mound discovered at the south end of the sea of Galilee (Khirbet
Kenak) shows the presence of a large city existing at the time when
Lot "beheld the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered."
Potsherds indicate that the city was occupied about 2500 B.C. and
until after 2000 B.C.
William F. Albright and Melvin Grove Kyle did archaeological
work in the Jordan Valley in 1924. Their archaeological
investigations "have proven that the most prosperous period of the
history of this valley was in the early Bronze Age (3000-2000 B.C.)
and that the density of its occupation gradually declined until it
reached the lowest point in the early Iron II Age."1 Nelson
Glueck's exploration in the Jordan area before and after 1940
showed that this area had been densely populated. "He discovered
more then seventy ancient sites, many of them founded more than
5000 years ago...Thus the archaeological discoveries have shown
that no one who knows the facts can set aside as inaccurate the
Biblical record of Lot's choice of the Jordan area."2 It is evident
that Lot chose the part of Canaan popular with most people and
77

went there to live. Like so many carnal Christians of our time, he
was "following the crowd."
The Word of Cod shows how a "well watered" plain can soon
vanish. "Now these things were our examples, to the intent we
should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted" (I Cor. 10:6).
"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it" (Matt. 16:25).
"For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and
envy, hateful, and hating one another" (Ti. 3:3).
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the
will of God abideth forever" (I Jn. 2:15-17).
Lot looked on the well watered plains of Jordan and walked by
sight. His paradise was destroyed. Abraham lived by faith and
obtained a city with foundations. Which choice are we making
today?1

1 William F. Albright, The Archaeology of Palestine and the Bible (New York: Fleming H Revell
Co., 1933), p. 134.
2 Joseph P. Free, Archaeology and Bible History (Wheaton: Van Kampen Press, 1952), p. 56.

Chapter 7

WHERE ARE SODOM AND GOMORRAH?
Where are the ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah? Archaeology has
some light to shed on what happened when God destroyed them.
To date no one has discovered and identified these cities
mentioned so many times in the Bible. The Word of God does
clearly tell us what happened when the judgment of God fell on
them. "Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven; And he overthrew
those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities,
and that which grew upon the ground...And he looked toward
Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and
beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of
a furnace" (Gen. 19:24,25,28).
Many archaeologists now believe that the remains of Sodom and
Gomorrah lie buried under the southern end of the Dead Sea. In
1892 Melvin Grove Kyle, while excavating in the area of the Dead
Sea, observed an island in the north end of the Dead Sea. In 1924
he went over to the island and found it was covered with several
feet of water. The rising water level caused the island to disappear.
The Dead Sea is 1300 feet below sea level and 1300 feet deep at the
northeastern end. The southern end is between eight and fourteen
feet deep. Since the water is shallow at this end and it is reported
that the ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah "were still visible in the first
century A .D .,"1 it is logical to conclude that these cities may
have existed in this general location and now the ruins are under
water.
It is suggested that prior to the catastrophe described in the
Bible, the region around the Dead Sea was fertile and populous,
but now it is a burnt out region of oil and asphalt. Prior to its
destruction, the Bible states, "Now the valley of Siddim was full of
(slime pits or) tar pits" (Gen. 14:10 NASB).
There is no explanation for the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah apart from a supernatural miracle of God. In performing
this miracle God may have mixed the oil and asphalt and timed an
earthquake to set off the explosion. This violent explosion could
have hurled the salt and sulphur into the air red-hot so that it
literally rained fire and brimstone over the whole plain. Let us

clearly understand, however, that this does not explain the
miracle. God had to time the earthquake to cause the judgment.
So far as some of us are concerned, we do not need the tar pits and
the earthquake to explain what God did to these cities. We believe
"the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire
from the Lord out of heaven."
After the catastrophic destruction of these cities, the area seems
to have been left desolate and abandoned. A part of the area may
have been flooded at the time of the judgment from God and the
region has been kept from being reinhabited. It is also possible that
for religious reasons the district has been shunned. Albright has
suggested that "even afterwards the Southern Ghor was shunned
by both races, to whom it was a terrible memorial of human
wickedness and the wrath of an angry God."2 All through
Scripture Sodom and Gomorrah are pictured as wicked cities
deserving of and receiving the wrath of God.
"And that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and
burning, that it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth
therein, like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah and
Zeboim, which the Lord overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath"
(Deut. 29:23).
"The shew of their countenance doth witness against them; and
they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their
soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves" (Isa. 3:9).
"And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes
condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample
unto those that after should live ungodly" (2 Pet. 2:6). When you
are tempted to doubt God's hatred of and judgment upon sin,
remember Sodom and Gomorrah. These cities would blush with
shame if they existed in our present civilization. No one can
escape God's judgment.1

1 Merrill T. Unger, Bible Handbook (Chicago: Moody Press, 1966), p 69,
2 J. Penrose Harland, The Biblical Archaeologist Reader, Vol, 1 (Garden City, N Y.: Doubleday
and Company, Inc. 1961), p. 74
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Chapter 8

HARDLY MORE THAN A NAME
Moses said, "The Hittites...dwell in the mountains" (Num.
13:29). The writer of Chronicles reported,"...so brought they out
horses for all the kings of the Hittites" (2 Chron. 1:17). When the
Syrians attacked Samaria the Lord made them to hear the noise of
chariots and horses and they said, "Lo, the king of Israel hath hired
against us the kings of the Hittites" (2 Ki. 7:6-7). Joshua refers to
"all the land of the Hittites" as some of the boundary lines of the
promised land (Josh. 1:4). These are but four of the more than forty
references to this nation the critics used to say was a mythological
people F.A.W. Budge, as late as 1902, and in view of statements to
the contrary by A.H. Sayce, British Assyriologist, said that any
identification of the Hittites was made "on insufficient grounds."
Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle said: "In 1904 one of the foremost
archaeologists of Europe said to me, 'I do not believe there ever
were such people as the Hittites.' " 1
Hugh Winckler went to Boghaz-koi in central Turkey and there
examined what had been the capital of the ancient Hittite empire.
He found some 10,000 clay tablets, among which was a military
treaty made between the Hittites and the Egyptians 1300 B.C. The
Hittite civilization has been better understood because of the
discovery of a gate leading to the Hittite capital. The language of
this ancient people has been deciphered in recent years so more of
the literary material is available for the use of the scholars. Until
these discoveries at Boghaz-koi, the Hittites were hardly more than
a name. "It is one of the major discoveries of archaeology in our
own day that the Hittites once ruled over a wide stretch of country,
and for a time rivalled the great empires of Assyria and Egypt."2
In 1911 the British museum began excavations in the city of
Carchemish, an important center of the ancient Hittite empire.
Near an old palace gate the archaeologists discovered a statue
made of black stone. It represented a Hittite god sitting upon lions.
The Hittite royal family is shown on a wall panel as they go forth to
meet a victorious Hittite army. The armies of the Hittites and the
Egyptians are presented in Scripture in a somewhat equal way (2
Ki. 7:6-7). As an empire the Hittites conquered the land of Canaan
but from an early date it is evident that local tribes settled there.
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It is known from the archaeological discoveries that the army of
the Hittite empire had become powerful through the development
of a new weapon, the light, horse-drawn chariot. Thus a battle
between the Hittites and Egyptians was inevitable. In 1286 B.C. at
Kadesh, Ammonite capital in central Syria, the battle took place.
The Hittites concealed themselves from the Egyptian scouts and
with their chariots they attacked the Egyptians with great surprise.
Had help not come to the Egyptians, they would have been
destroyed.
The clay tables found in Asia Minor reveal that the Hittite
religion was polytheistic and very primitive. The Hittite gods were
immortal and unseen but spent much of their time sleeping,
traveling, or taking care of business. "The myth of the missing
god," a Hittite myth, presents their god as one who disappears and
stops everything in nature. When he is found and brought home,
nature goes on with renewed life.
The "missing god" of the Hittites reminds us of Elijah's challenge
to the worshippers of Baal as he taunted them on Mt. Carmel. He
said, "Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is
pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and
must be awaked" (I Ki. 18:27).
In discovering the remains of the great Hittite nation the
archaeologist once again reminds the critics of the Bible that it is
folly to reject and ridicule any portion of the Bible before all the
facts are in.

^ M.G. Kyle, The Fundamentals (Chicago: Testimony Publishing Co ), p. 31
2 Fred Kenyon, The Bible and Archaeology (New York: Harper and Bros. Publ., 1949), p. 81.
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Chapter 9

THE BATTLE OF JERICHO
The Bible presents a very clear description of what happened
when Joshua and his forces captured Jericho: "...it came to pass,
when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people
shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the
people went up into the city...and utterly destroyed all that was in
the city..." (Josh. 6:20-21).
C. Ernest Wright has suggested that the ruins of Jericho have
been excavated so many times in so many ways, and so much has
been lost by erosion, that very little is left to tell the story of the
city's existence between 1500 and 1200 B.C. Consequently,
archaeologists do not always agree in their conclusions. John
Garstang, while a professor at the University of Liverpool from
1929-1936, excavated Jericho. Kathleen Kenyon conducted
excavations from 1952-1958. Garstang said the city ended by
violent destruction accompanied by fire, and that the outer wall
fell outward. He reported "reddened masses of brick and cracked
stones, charred timbers, remains of food, wheat, barley, lentils and
dates, bread ready for the baking." Kenyon disagreed with some of
Garstang's conclusions and said the walls he found were destroyed
some 1000 years before the time of Joshua.
There are several reasons, however, to believe that Jericho was
destroyed and taken by Israel at an early date, 1400 B.C., as
claimed by Garstang, rather than at a later date, 1325 B.C., as
demanded by Kenyon. Amenhotep III ruled in Egypt from
1412-1375 B.C. Scarabs of this pharaoh were found in abundance
at the Jericho site. There were no scarabs found after this period,
showing the city had been abandoned as a consequence of the
judgment upon it.
The Amarna tablets, diplomatic correspondence between kings
of Palestine and Syria, with two pharaohs in Egypt who ruled from
1412-1366 B.C., mention great cities in southern Canaan, but never
mention Jericho, signifying that it was already destroyed. This
discovery supports the 1400 B.C. date for the destruction of
Jericho.
Merneptah ruled in Egypt from about 1224 to 1214 B.C. and left
a record (stele) of some of his wars with northern invaders. This
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was discovered by Sir Flinders Petrie in 1896. Merneptah
mentioned several nations, including Israel: "Here we have the
earliest appearance of the name of Israel outside the Bible, and the
natural inference is that the Israelites were already settled in
Canaan early in the thirteenth century." 1
Dr. R. Laird Harris suggests that "perhaps more important than
what Carstang found at Jericho is what he did not find...the
famous Mycenaean ware which came in all over Palestine after
1400 B.C. This ware was remarkably absent in Jericho."2 In the
Jordan valley north of Jericho a great deal of this pottery, dating
1400 B.C. and after, was discovered. If Jericho had been captured
after 1400 B.C., the Mycenaean pottery would have been found
there in great quantities also.
The early date of Jericho's destruction more accurately fits the
historical record of the Old Testament as stated in I Kings 6:1:
"And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after
the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the
fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel..." When we observe that
the Bible can be trusted in its historical details, we have our faith
strengthened in what it tells us about many other important
matters. How can we trust the Bible at all if we cannot trust it all?
Remember the events in the Cospels are history, too. "But when
the fulness of the time was come, Cod sent forth His Son, made of
a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons" (Gal. 4:4-5).
The Saviour's birth, death, and resurrection are all facts of history.
The greatest event in your own personal history is the salvation
you receive by trusting the Christ of history

Stephen L. Caiger, Bible and Spade (London: Oxford University Press, 1936), p. 112.
2 R. Laird Harris, The Seminary Review (Cincinnati: Cincinnati Bible Seminary, vol. xvi, no, 1,
1969), p. 13.
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Chapter 10

THE KING WHO DID NOT EXIST
The name of Sargon, an Assyrian king, is mentioned only once in
the biblical record and only then to date a prophecy in the book of
Isaiah. In an attempt to explain this reference to Sargon, Matthew
Poole, in a commentary published in 1685, wrote: "What king of
Assyria this was is much disputed...This may be either
Shalmaneser...or Sennacherib...or Esarhaddon."1 Before 1843
scholars doubted his existence because his name was not found in
the secular records. Paul Emile Botta, French consular, in an
attempt to locate Nineveh, began to dig at the mound of
Khorsabad in 1842 and continued through 1845. Botta discovered
Sargon's palace and reported it was magnificent even in its ruins.
These ruins have been excavated by the Oriental Institute of the
University of Chicago. The remains of walls built by Sargon were
discovered along with huge carved bulls, tools, inscriptions and
utensils. Some of these artifacts have also been located in other
parts of Assyria revealing the greatness of Sargon's empire. It is
said that one of the most valuable items in the Oriental Institute
Museum in Chicago is one of the large, stone-winged bulls that
once stood at the entrance of Sargon's palace.
Excavations show that Dur-Sharrukin, "Sargon's fort," today
known as Khorsabad, was lavished with the treasure of Sargon's
empire. Bas-reliefs depicting the conquests of the king were
numerous. It has been suggested that if the sculptural bas-reliefs
found in Sargon's fort were put end to end, it would make a
continuous panel about one mile in length.
The records found in these excavations became very important
to the understanding of secular history. They were the first such
records to be discovered in quantity. For the first time students of
the ancient Near East had available to them non-biblical
documents contemporary with events recorded in Scripture.
Sargon's records supplement, but do not disagree with, the
historical statements in the Bible. According to Sargon's own
inscription, the first event in his reign was the fall of Samaria. This
is what he said about it: "Samaria I besieged, I captured. I carried
captive 27,290 people who dwelt in it; 50 chariots I took from
them, and permitted the rest to keep their possessions, and placed
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my governor over them and imposed on them the tribute of the
former king."2 Of the capture of Samaria the Bible states: "And it
came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah...Shalmaneser
king of Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it. And at
the end of three years they took it" (2 Ki. 18:9-10). J.A. Thompson
suggests that both the biblical record and Sargon's inscriptions tell
the same story. Samaria fell in August of 722 B.C., and
Shalmaneser died in December of 722 B.C. after the fall of
Samaria. Sargon claimed he captured the city because he was
probably "present and...in command of the (Assyrian) armies"
when Samaria was taken.3
Isaiah makes the only biblical reference to Sargon. He wrote: "In
the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod (when Sargon the king of
Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and took it" (Isa.
20:1). A Sargon inscription reads: "Azuri, king of Ashdod, planned
in his heart not to pay tribute...I marched against Ashdod...I
besieged, I conquered...! seized those cities anew, and settled in
them peoples of lands I had captured from among the lands of the
east."4 Before Sargon's inscriptions were discovered, when only
the Bible mentioned him, the critics said Sargon never existed.
Archaeologists found Sargon's palace and other evidence
demonstrating that Sargon once lived as a real person in history.
Once again archaeology proves the critics of the Bible to be
wrong. This discovery may not change their opinions but the
Christian will rejoice that once more facts support the inerrancy of
Scripture.

1
Matthew Poole, A Commentary on the Holy Bible (London; Banner of Truth Trust, 1968), p 370.
2 Ceorge A. Barton, Archaeology and the Bible (Philadelphia: American Sunday-School Union,
1937), p. 466
3j. A Thompson, The Bible and Archaeology (Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1962), pp. 134-35.
4 Ceorge A. Barton, Archaeology and the Bible (Philadelphia: American Sunday-School Union,
1937), p. 468.
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Chapter 11

BATTLEFIELD OF THE AGES
Edward Robinson, an early Palestinian archaeologist, stood one
day on a hill overlooking the main road through the plain of
Esdraelon and said, "I wonder where Megiddo could have been?"
Later archaeologists would uncover twenty different civilizations
underneath the very spot where Robinson stood. He was standing
on Megiddo and did not know it.
Through the centuries a succession of conquerors, including
Egyptians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans, passed by this famous
site. In 1918 Allenby led the Allied forces through the Megiddo
pass to wrest it from the Turks. Because of this he was later given
the title, Viscount Allenby of Megiddo.
In a temple in Karnak, Egypt there is an inscription indicating
that Thutmose III defeated a coalition of Canaanite rulers at
Megiddo in 1468 B.C. This is the first historical reference to the
city. During Joshua's conquest of Canaan he "smote the king of
Megiddo" (Josh. 12:21). Reference is also made to the city during
the days of the judges (Jud. 5:19). In the tenth century B.C.
Solomon rebuilt and fortified Megiddo and made it one of his
chariot cities (I Ki. 9:15). Ahaziah (2 Ki. 9:27) and Josiah (2 Ki. 23:
29-30), both kings of Judah, died at Megiddo.
Excavations of Megiddo, one of the most important
archaeological sites in Israel, began in 1903 by the German
Palestine Society under the direction of Gottlieb Schumacher, who
dug a trench across the mound and identified seven occupation
levels. The greater work of excavation was done here by the
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, beginning under
C.S. Fisher, P.L.O. Guy, and G. Loud. "These excavations, which
were initiated by J.H. Breasted, comprised the most extensive
archaeological endeavor ever conducted on a Palestinian site"1
What did the excavators find at Megiddo to confirm or clarify
the biblical record? During the excavation under Schumacher
(1903-05) a seal was found with "Shema, a servant of Jeroboam"2
on it. Though all authorities do not agree, Unger and others say
this is a reference to Jeroboam II, who ruled Israel 787-747 B.C.,
rather than Jeroboam I, the first king of Israel. The important point,
however, is the seal, which reveals the existence of a man named
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Jeroboam who lived in the period of the monarchy of Israel.
The Bible states that Shishak invaded Israel in the reign of
Rehoboam (2 Chr. 12:2-4). Shishak or the Egyptian Sheshonk I is
the first Egyptian pharaoh to be mentioned in the Bible by name.
The list of his triumphs in Karnak records that he took the city of
Megiddo. A part of a stele of Shishak, dug up in Megiddo, indicates
he captured and occupied the city. The Bible says Shishak "took
the fenced cities which pertained to Judah" (2 Chr. 12:4). The
Karnak inscriptions and the Megiddo stele are other illustrations
that archaeology supplements and confirms the biblical record.
A gate built by Solomon and restored by the archaeologists is
observed by every visitor who comes to Megiddo. Other
discoveries include medallions, plaques, game boards, beads,
figurines, and an ivory pen with the title, "Royal Envoy to Every
Foreign Country." Excavations at Megiddo confirm, illustrate, and
supplement the biblical record.
Megiddo has been the scene of many crucial battles but there is
one more to come that will make all the rest seem as nothing. Then
"...the kings of the earth and of the whole world (will) gather them
to the battle of that great day of God Almighty...into a place
called...Armageddon" (Rev. 16:14-16). This will be the war that
ushers in peace.

^ A.F. Rainey, Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible (M.C Tenney, ed.) (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing Co., vol. IV, 1975), p. 164.
2
Merrill F. Unger, Archaeology and the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
Co., 1954), p. 252.
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Chapter 12

A LESSON IN JUDGMENT
Under Joshua's leadership the Israelites set up the tabernacle at
Shiloh (Josh. 18:1) and until the time of the Judges it remained the
central place of worship and the locality of the yearly festival (Jud.
21:19). It was kept under the charge of Eli the priest. The Philistines
defeated the Israelites there and captured the ark, keeping it in
their possession for some time (I Sam. 4). Later it was returned, but
not to Shiloh. The ark was first taken to Beth-shemesh (I Sam. 6:12)
and then to Kirjath-jearim (I Sam. 7:1). Later, in the time of David,
it was brought to Jerusalem. The family of Eli was later found at
Nob (I Sam. 22:11) but never in Shiloh. Why was the ark not
returned to its place in Shiloh?
It is likely the Philistines destroyed the city when they fought
against Israel, and thus there was no place in Shiloh for the
Israelites to bring the ark. It is evident the city was destroyed
before the time of Jeremiah because the prophet, declaring God's
message, said, "But go ye now into my place which was in Shiloh,
where I set my name at the first, and see what I did to it for the
wickedness of my people Israel...Then will I make this house like
Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the
earth" (see Jer. 7:12-14 and 16:6-9).
The Arab village at Seilun, located not far from Shechem (Jud.
21:19), has been identified as the ancient city of Shiloh. It was
partially excavated in 1926-29 by a Danish archaeological
expedition under the direction of Hans Kjaer. It was discovered
that the city of Shiloh was inhabited and flourished in the 12th and
early 11th century B.C. and was destroyed in about 1050 B.C. After
this period it was deserted for several centuries. "The pottery
indicates no settlement at Shiloh from about 1050 B.C. until about
300 B.C., although the possibility of an unimportant town at the
site cannot be ruled out." 1
Archaeology not only confirms the biblical record that the city
was destroyed, but points out another item of information not
contained in the Scripture: "The potsherds reveal no evidence that
there was ever a Canaanite settlement at Shiloh. The Hebrews
appear to have founded the settlement after the conquest of
Palestine."2 Thus, they evidently built the city as a place to put
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the tabernacle and the ark of the covenant. There was no city there
before that time.
Although the Bible does not record every detail in the historical
record, what it does record is true and dependable. "The
archaeological discoveries at Shiloh are all the more significant
because scholars holding the critical view frequently asserted in
the past that the story of the tabernacle at Shiloh was a late
fiction...However, when the Danish excavations showed that
Shiloh was at the height of its prosperity in the period of the
judges, as indicated in the Bible, and that it was destroyed by a fire
in the days of Eli and Samuel (c. 1050 B.C.), it was evident that the
skeptical attitude toward the historicity of these events was "sheer
nonsense."3 The excavations at Shiloh confirm and supplement
the biblical record. With the Psalmist-as expressed in the great
119th Psalm we can say: "All thy commandments are faithful" (v.
86). "I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right" (v.
128). "Thy word is very pure" (v. 140). "Thy righteousness is an
everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth" (v. 142). "Thy
word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous
judgments endureth forever" (v.160).
The declarations of Scripture lead us to declare that God has
spoken the truth. Therefore, we are to believe what He has said.
The discoveries of the archaeologists confirm, but do not make
God's Word more trustworthy. As we trust and search the Word of
God, more of it will be understood and none of it will become
contradictory

3 Charles F. Pfeiffer (ed), The Biblical World (Crand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1966), p. 523.
^George A. Barton, Archaeology and the Bible (Philadelphia: American Sunday-School Union,
1937), p. 128
3 Joseph P Free, Archaeology and Bible History (Wheaton: Van Kampen Press, 1952), p. 149.
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Chapter 13

THE CITY THAT DIED
Thirteen miles southeast of Naples, Italy there is located some of
the most awesome ruins one can ever see. There a whole city died
within hours. On August 24, in 79 A.D. the city of Pompeii was
buried under twenty feet of ash and pumice that descended upon
it from Mt. Vesuvius when the volcano erupted. Only a few of the
city's inhabitants escaped this terrible destruction. Poisonous
gases killed humans and animals alike. Tons of ashes buried the
city, preserving the ruins almost intact until they were uncovered
in modern times. For centuries the old city was forgotten.
The first discoveries were made in 1594 when workmen found
two tablets with inscriptions on them. But they were of little
meaning to the discoverers and were soon forgotten. In 1739 an
engineer inspecting the tunnel sank a shaft into the city and
discovered a wall painting and a body of a man who was grasping
gold coins when he was suddenly killed. In 1763 J.J. Winckelmann,
a German, was murdered because of his attempt to write a
description of what the old city was like. Giuseppe Fiorelli became
the ruler or governor of Naples in 1860. Fie stopped treasure
hunting at Pompeii and began a scientific method of excavation.
Most of the 160 acres of the area comprising the city in A.D. 79
have been excavated.
A study of the Pompeii ruins can help us understand the times of
the apostles because almost all the New Testament was written
before Pompeii was destroyed. As one walks through the ruins of
this first-century city he is impressed with the fact that it was a
place of comfort. "Three public bath houses have been uncovered:
In the homes of the citizens there was adequate plumbing and
heating. Marble center-tables were discovered."1 When
excavators uncovered pictures so obscene and impure they
covered them so that they could not be seen. One man had
scribbled on the wall "Sodom and Gomorrah." Pompeii illustrates
what Paul wrote in Romans 1:28-32, descriptive of the society of
his time and ours: "And even as they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient...filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, mali25

ciousness; full of envy, murder...haters of God...inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding...without
natural affection...Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the
same, but have pleasure in them that do them."
It has been suggested that Paul may have visited Pompeii. "The
town was utterly destroyed a very few years after Paul stopped for
an entire week within a few miles of it on his journey to Rome"1
2
(see Acts 28:14). If he stopped here he may have preached Christ
to some of the people who a few years later perished in this great
catastrophe.
At times we look at our society and are prone to think that
human beings were never so immoral and depraved as they are
now. We must look at history and remember that man has been
depraved and wicked since his fall in the garden of Eden: "God saw
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually"
(Gen. 6:5). "The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go
astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies" (Psa. 58:3). "The
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who
can know it?" (Jer. 17:9). "And as it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment" (Heb. 9:27).
What would be your future if your life on earth would be
terminated as suddenly and surely as those who met death at
Pompeii? It makes no difference whether we meet God by a
catastrophe in nature or by means of a heart attack. Meet Him we
will! Are you ready for that appointment?

1 Frea T. Wight, Highlights of Archaeology in Bible Lands (Chicago: Moody Press, 1955), p. 195
2 Camden M, Cobern, The New Archaeological Discoveries and Their Bearing on the New
Testament (New York: Funk & Wagnalls Co., 1921), p. 382.
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Chapter 14

FULFILLED PROPHECY
The city of Tiberias located on the western shore of the Sea of
Galilee, built by Herod Antipas about 25 A.D., is mentioned but
once in the New Testament (Jn. 6:23). Tiberias was known for its
sulphur springs, where the Romans came to improve their health.
No word of praise nor pronouncement of judgment against
Tiberias is recorded in Scripture. "As a result of the many wars
fought in these surroundings between Crusaders and Moslems in
the twelfth century, Tiberias was destroyed and turned into a heap
of ruins."1 But it was rebuilt and stands today as a prosperous
city. On the other hand, Capernaum, located just across the Sea of
Galilee, saw healings, not by sulphur water but by the omnipotent
hand of Christ. Today it is a heap of ruins. Why was one city
permanently taken in judgment and another left to prosper?
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, brought up in Nazareth, but made
Capernaum "his own city" (Matt. 9:1). It was the city where many
of His great miracles were performed. Here he healed the
centurion's servant (Matt. 8:5), Peter's mother-in-law (Matt. 8:14),
the paralytic (Matt. 9:1), and the man indwelt by a demon (Mark
1:32) was restored to health at Capernaum. He gave His wonderful
message on the bread of life in the synagogue at Capernaum (Jn.
6:59). It was here that He called Matthew (Matt. 9:9) and Peter and
Andrew (Mark 1:17). What great miracles Capernaum witnessed!
What a message it heard!
The Capernaum that covered the site you see when you visit the
area degenerated in about the sixth century and its ruins were
covered with earth. Charles Wilson made the first excavations of
the ancient synagogue in 1866. He believed it was the one built by
the centurion. This is not likely since "all the earlier Jewish
synagogues appeared to have been destroyed by Titus during the
Jewish war and by Hadrian after the second-century'rebellion at
Bar Kokhba. It is...probable that the Capernaum synagogue stands
on the site and follows the plan of an earlier synagogue...and
therefore may be safely regarded as a reconstruction of the one in
which Jesus Himself taught."2 The reconstructed synagogue is
a second- or third-century structure.
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The synagogue constructed of white limestone was beautifully
ornamented. "A great variety of sculptured stones was found, such
as capitals of columns, lintels and posts of doorways, window
frames, friezes and cornices. They show representations of animals
plants, and of mythological and geometric figures."3 In the
courtyard near the synagogue are stone implements of an ancient
period, including a basalt flour mill and a large oil press.
As we walk through these ruins and look at the restored
synagogue, we are impressed with the idea that the ruins of this old
building indicate the kind of building in which Christ and His
disciples worshipped. As interesting as these thoughts may be,
there is one other that will stay with the Bible-believing visitor long
after he has left. It is the fact that these ruins and this vacated city
are as they are in fulfillment of the prophecy of Christ who said,
"And thou, Capernaum, which are exalted unto heaven, shalt be
brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been
done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day" (Matt. 11:23). This prediction has come to pass
exactly as the Saviour gave it, demonstrating that "His city," with
many opportunities of grace, was judged because it sinned against
the Light.
Archaeology in this instance illustrates the accuracy of fulfilled
prophecy. The Cod who can accurately predict the destruction of
cities such as Capernaum, Nineveh, Babylon, Memphis, Tyre, and
Sidon, and then bring these predictions to pass, must indeed be the
Cod of Truth. Remember, too, He has told the truth about your
need of Christ and His ability to save you from your sins.

3 Zev Vilnay, The Guide to Israel (Jerusalem: Hamakor Press, 1972), p. 478.
2 Jack Finegan, Light From the Ancient Past (Princeton: Princeton University Press, vol. II, 1969),
p. 305.
3 Charles F. Pfeiffer (ed), The Biblical World (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1966), p. 164.
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Chapter 15

THE WORLD THAT PASSES
Ancient Ephesus was one of the most celebrated cities of the
first-century world. When Paul visited this city, it boasted a great
theatre seating 25,000 people, broad avenues paved with marble
and lined with beautiful columns, a huge gymnasium, and several
health baths. But the glories have long since faded and are alivp
today only as the archaeologist puts the story together.
The temple of Diana, now one of the most faded of Ephesus
glories was once one of the wonders of the world. It was destroyed
by fire in 356 B.C. on the night Alexander the Creat was born. It
was rebuilt by 350 B.C. and became one of the wonders of the
ancient world. The temple itself, 180 feet wide and 370 feet long,
was supported by 117 pillars 60 feet high and six feet in diameter.
Thirty-six of these columns were sculptured at the base with
lifesize figures. The temple stood on a platform 239 feet wide and
418 feet long. It is said to be four times the size of the Parthenon in
Athens. Inside was a statue of the goddess Diana. Its treasury was a
depository where the worshippers of Diana in all of Asia could
deposit their money and other valuables. Sometimes they came to
the temple as a place of refuge.
On December 31, 1869, J.T. Wood, an English architect,
identified the site of the temple and partially excavated it between
1869 and 1874. D C. Hogarth, a skilled archaeologist sent to
Ephesus by the British Museum, was able to reconstruct the history
of the building. This was done in 1904-05. It was discovered that
the temple passed through phases of construction, the earliest
being in 600 B.C. The temple known by Paul was destroyed by the
Goths in 262 A.D.
Concerning this famous temple, an ancient writer said, "I have
seen the gardens of Babylon, the Colossus of Rhodes, the immense
pyramids and mausoleums, but when my eyes turned on the
temple of Diana at Ephesus, all other wonders of the world lost
their brilliance." What would this writer say if he were now living
and could visit the ruins of Ephesus? Would he agree with the
Apostle John when he wrote, "And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever"
(I Jn. 2:17)?
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The prophet Isaiah was also aware that things are fragile and
time is fleeting. He wrote, "The voice said, Cry. And he said, What
shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the
flower of the field: The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because
the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our Cod
shall stand forever" (Isa. 40: 6-8).
In our time it appears too many think that time will never end,
that what is will always be, and eternity is the figment of a
theologian's imagination. In the light of this contemporary
attitude, we need to heed what Paul said in I Corinthians 7:31:
"and those who make use of the world as if they had no use for it,
because the present world order is passing away" (Berkeley). Or,
we need to hear the question of James, the apostle: "Whereas ye
know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is
even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away" (James 4:14).
Many of the glories of preceding centuries have been buried and
lost forever, but the Truth of our God remains unchanged and
unchangeable. The great cities, the outstanding accomplishments,
the great men of this present age will likewise disappear. This
present world order is transitory. But the Word of our God will
never fail nor pass away
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